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 Part 1 - Open to the Public 

 

 

 

 
 

REPORT OF THE CITY SOLICITOR AND MONITORING OFFICER 

 
 

TO LEAD MEMBER FOR FINANCE AND SUPPORT SERVICES 
 

ON  
 

28 February 2023 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
TITLE: Ceremony Fees Review 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS:   

 
1. To agree the proposed fees set out in the tables at paragraphs 2.0 and 2.1 with an 

implementation date of 1 April 2024. 

2. To continue to offer Register Office Ceremonies at the statutory fee rate every 

Tuesday.  

 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
This report sets out the proposal to increase fees from 1 April 2024 for Wedding Ceremonies 
in line with the tables at paragraphs 2.0 and 2.1 of this report.  In reaching these proposals 
benchmarking with other authorities has been undertaken and the Councils policies and 
procedures have been considered.  In order to ensure that these fees are in line with the 
Council’s anti-poverty strategy, the proposals include the continuation of the offer of a 
Register Office Ceremony every Tuesday for the statutory fee of £57. 

 

 
 

KEY DECISION: No 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

ON THE FORWARD PLAN: N/A 
 

 
DETAILS: 
  
1. Background 
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1.1 Ceremony fees under the remit of the Council are reviewed historically every 3 – 4 

years, whereby the usual increase has been between £10 - £20 per ceremony fee.  

The fees review is due from April 2024 onwards, and the fees recommended take into 

account a previous reduction to fees during the pandemic, plus a ‘price freeze’ for this 

current financial year.  The fee structure below therefore, considers appropriate rises 

in fees and ensures ‘middle average’ costs to customers due to all GM authorities 

currently reviewing ceremony fees for 2023/24 financial year.  

1.2 Many customers choose to book ceremonies 2 to 3 years in advance and with a clear 
fee strategy, it is of benefit to our customer’s expectations in their own financial 
planning.  It is necessary therefore, to have the fee structure in place and advertise 
this.  Many authorities choose to review fees annually but with a 2-to-3-year strategy 
where customers are duly informed of fees in advance promotes bookings and clarity 
of costs. This also links with business planning objectives which include system 
developments to allow advance bookings and payments online. 

 
 
1.3 The strategy adopted for generating income is with the increase of venues licenced to 

hold legal ceremonies, and increase in the volume of ceremonies, by offering 
competitive prices, with improved choices for our customers to personalise their 
ceremonies.  Apart from a current quality Ceremony Room at the Town Hall, the 
access with car parking is a major selling point, complete with lawned areas for 
photographs.  This is something many of the neighbouring authorities do not have, 
some of which have already set fees much higher than at Salford. 

 
1.4 The next fees review which will be due early 2026 to determine feasibility of a further 

increase after this fixed period, due to the proposed move of service to Buile Hill 
Mansion. Fixing fees until this time will determine any affect the relocation has for 
ceremony demand but should also encourage bookings at a relocated space (prior to 
opening) by using promotional materials for a new designer room and building on 
reputation at the new Register Office housed within a vast green park area.   This will 
also be an opportunity to extend services with Sunday openings to include baby 
naming and renewal of vows ceremonies. 

 
 
1.5 The statutory fee for a Register Office ceremony is offered every Tuesday with a 

higher availability than most other GM Authorities.  Each authority is legally obliged to 
offer this ceremony, however, the provision is very limited in neighbouring authorities, 
for example, offering 1 or 2 slots per week in the morning.  Salford therefore is not 
only accommodating Salford residents but those from neighbouring districts as 
couples can choose to marry at any Register Office.   

1.6 This means Salford is still addressing the anti-poverty strategy and offering more 
ceremonies at a much cheaper rate.  The fee for this ceremony including the 
certificate is £57.00.  Therefore, the fees review for all other ceremonies, whereby the 
Council is responsible for setting these fees, is timely and equitable given a pay 
freeze was adopted during the pandemic, and a reduced fee for a 12-month period 
was also authorised.   The fees set at the last increase report in 2019 set a maximum 
of £20 per ceremony and given the rate of inflation and comparison fees set by other 
Local Authorities, the advance notice of proposed increase in fees will manage 
customer expectations and demonstrate a reasonable increase rate.   
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1.7 With the changes in Immigration Law following Brexit, there is also an increased 
demand for the statutory ceremony for all non-UK nationals, and this type of 
ceremony is chosen to facilitate immigration rules – notices at Salford where one or 
both partners are not British nationals has increased from 17% in 2021/22 to 28% in 
2022/23.  Subsequently, this has meant bookings for the statutory ceremony has 
increased due to the availability at Salford as opposed to waiting for longer periods 
for availability within neighbouring districts.    Coupled with this, faith groups also 
choose the statutory ceremony as many hold their own religious ceremonies that may 
not be recognised under UK law.  It is very important therefore that this provision 
remains promoting inclusion for all the separate groups (alongside low-income 
groups)  

1.8 An equalities impact assessment has also been completed to support the 
 recommendations within the report. 

1.9 The table of proposed fees alongside current fees charged at Salford is shown in the 
benchmarking tables below.  Also detailed is the Northwest Group average fee 
currently in place for 2022/23 which demonstrates that by 2024 Salford fees set will 
remain affordable and competitive.  
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2.0 CEREMONY FEES REVIEW BENCHMARKING FIGURES FEBRUARY 2023 
 
APPROVED PREMISES FEES – LOCAL AUTHORITIES  
 

AREA Mon to 
Thur 

Fri Sat Sun Bank 
Hol 

BLACKBURN £349.00 £369.00 £419.00 £479.00 £479.00 
BOLTON 
 

£345.00 £375.00 £395.00 £425.00 £425.00 

BURY 
 

£370.00 £370.00 £370.00 £370.00 £370.00 

MCR 
 

£500.00 £500.00 £600.00 £700.00 £700.00 

OLDHAM 
 

£380.00 £405.00 £405.00 £460.00 £460.00 

ROCHDALE 
 

£407.00 £407.00 £431.00 £459.00 £459.00 

SALFORD 
Current  
 

£310.00 £360.00 
 
 

£390.00 
 
 

£420.00 
 
 

£420.00 
 
 

STOCKPORT 
 

£350.00 £430.00 £480.00 £500.00 £1000.00 

TAMESIDE 
 

£332.00 £332.00 £332.00 £332.00 £332.00 

TRAFFORD 
 

£390.00 £445.00 £445.00 £495.00 £495.00 

WARRINGTON £435.00 £495.00 £495.00 £550.00 £595.00 
WIGAN 
 

£420.00 £450.00 £475.00 £510.00 £550.00 

AVERAGE FEES £382.00 £411.00 £436.00 £475.00 £524.00 
SALFORD  
Proposed Fees 

£450 
(+30%) 

£450 
(+20%) 

£550 
(+30%) 

£550 
(+24%) 

£550 
(+24%) 

Increase due 
April 2024 

Due to 12 month lead in for new fees average will 
be in line with other authorities/rate of inflation 

 
 
New fees and average by 2024 (this average will increase due to other authorities 
increasing fees by 2024) 
 
 
The lowest/highest fees currently across GM Authorities for Approved Venues are  

 GM fees £332 - £1000  Salford proposed fees £450 - £550 
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2.1 DECOMMISSONED ROOMS (CEREMONY ROOM) LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
FEBRUARY 2023 

 

AREA DECOMMISSIONED ROOMS  
Mon-Thur Fri Sat Sun/BH 

BLACKBURN £159.00 £189.00 £239.00 £479 
BOLTON £140.00 £175.00 £225.00  
BURY £140.00 £140.00 £140.00 £140.00 
MCR £225.00 £225.00 £360.00 --- 
OLDHAM £199.00 £222.00 £405.00 £456.00 
ROCHDALE £129.00 £156.00 £194.00 £256.00 
SALFORD 
Current 

£170.00 
 

£190.00 
 
 

£240.00 
 

---- 

STOCKPORT £170.00 £250.00 £300.00 ---- 
TAMESIDE ------ ------- ------- ------- 
TRAFFORD £180.00 £260.00 £340.00 ----- 
WARRINGTON £180.00 £180.00 £205.00 ----- 
WIGAN £260.00 £260.00 £345.00 ------ 
AVERAGE £177.00 £204.00 £272.00 **£332.00 

SALFORD 
Proposed Fees 

£220 
(+23%) 

£220.00 
(+14%) 

 

£300 
(+20%) 

Tbc when 
dates for 
mansion 
avail  

Based on April 
2024 and 
mansion fees 
for move  
 

Due to 12 month lead in for new fees proposed 
increase will become in line with average and 
inflation 

 
 
The lowest/highest fees currently across GM Authorities for LA Ceremony Rooms are  

 GM fees £140 - £456  Salford proposed fees £220 - £300 

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
RISKS 
 
Assessed within the Equalities Impact Assessment (EIA) and no significant impact on low-
income groups/ race/religion.  The EIA has been published with this report. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:  N/A 
 

 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS   Forms part of the income generation strategy for the 
office, whilst still remaining at a competitive level across the GM Authorities 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 



 6 

 
PROCUREMENT IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: N/A 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
HR IMPLICATIONS Supplied by:  N/A   
 

 
 
OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED:  N/A 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CONTACT OFFICER: Rebecca K Wardley    TEL NO: 0161 603 6880 

 
 
WARDS TO WHICH REPORT RELATES:  ALL  
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

 


